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. | Mr. Toombs is a former Wash-

the  charges are common law:
misdemeanor LR

Judge Dorsey asked the grand
Jjury Monday Lo consider if the
‘Enterprise articles about t{he.
‘boards “would destroy public
confidence in them and render
their work useless and whether
these actions have brought
aboul a clear and present dan-
ger to the administration of
justice.”

The grand jury called all em-
ployés of the newspaper except
‘Mr. Fahnestock and Mr, Toombs. :

. Judgc Dorsey in his Chalgcq
ito the jury said:
Charge To Jury

“Certainly in reporting news|
articles of pending matters and
pending litigation a newspaper
should be allowed, as it is by
law, the greatest latitude. !

“It has long been recognized:
that the press possesses not only
the privilege but the right to
criticize the courts editorially.

“But the editorials of a news-
ipaper — especially a weekly
newspaper — where the editor
has time to marshal all the facts,
are suppesed ‘'to reflect its
opinion based upon the truth.
When a newspaper deliberately .
atlempls to warp facts and con-:
vey a false impression editori-|
ally 1L is not acting in good
{aith.”

The jurist declined to use his
ipower to cite the newspaper-
man for contempt.

Judge Dorsey has been a dom-i

inant Democratic politician ini
St. Marys for some fiftcen yeats.:
He owned the Enterprisc -for
twenty years, selling it eleven
years ago to Mr. Fahnestock, a
former explorer of South Pa-
icfic islands and ex-director of
‘international public relations
for Trans-World Airlines.
, Other Posts Held ‘
i The paper opposed Judge’
»Do) sey’s election to the bench
ilast year. Mr. Toombs said il
:did so “vehemently.”

“Since I came here two years
ago and long before .that the
paper has opposed the operation
lof the ‘eount house gang!” the
imanaging editor said. *

ington newspapermai; . having
‘worked for the defudct Times,
lthe Daily News and The Star.
He has been living in $t. TVIdlyc;
1county since 1947 and is the
‘author of three novels.

Judge Dorsey had served a$
icounty prosecutor, member of
the State House of Delegates,
7State senator and people’s legal
n@presentatlve before the Pub-
lic Service Commission.

1le was an unsuccessful can-
ididate for the Democratie nomi-
nation for Attorney Gereral in
1954. After his election lasl
vear and beforc he officially
hecame a judge, he vras chair-i
man of a Stale Democratic con-
vention at which “old guardg
leaders were ousted from cgfi-
.t 3
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